
Fulston Manor School Transition Reading List 

Here are a selection of books you might want to get stuck into over the 
next few weeks and on the run up to starting at Fulston Manor School. 
  
Reading can help you escape to new places, builds 
imagination, develops your vocabulary and helps ease 
stress.  
 
Get reading and see where you end up.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

The Alex Rider Series by Anthony Horowitz 

Alex Rider is a series of spy novels by Anthony Horowitz about a teenage spy 

named Alex Rider. The series is aimed primarily at teens and young adults. The 

series comprises eleven novels, as well as six graphic novels, seven short stories, 

and a supplementary book 

A heart-warming and inspiring story about family, love and forgiveness. 
September 2019 Book of the Month 
Amara knows exactly what she wants for her 12th birthday: to visit her father’s 
family in New York. She understands it will be very different to Beavertown, 
Oregon, the small town she’s grown up in, but can’t wait to explore the big city 
and get to know her family properly. The trip is eye-opening in lots of ways as she 
learns more about her father and his childhood, about her family, and even her 
own history. Renée Watson shows us that families are complicated, that it’s never 
too late to change or make amends, and that we can all carry on learning even as 
we grow up. Quiet, though full of drama, and skilfully told, this is a touching and 
thought-provoking story with well-drawn, engaging characters; a book that will 
make a real impact on its reader 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spy_fiction
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anthony_Horowitz
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alex_Rider_(character)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Graphic_novels


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

War Horse by Michael Morpurgo 

Set before and during World War I, it tells of the journey of Joey, 

a bay Thoroughbred horse raised by British teenager Albert (Irvine), as he is 

bought by the British Army, leading him to encounter numerous individuals and 

owners throughout Europe, all the while experiencing the tragedies of the war 

happening around him. 

 

 

 

The Goldfish Boys by Lisa Thompson 

2-year-old Matthew Corbin hasn’t been to school for weeks. He passes much of his 

time observing the goings-on of the local neighbourhood from his bedroom window. 

He even makes little notes about neighbours’ movements. Their everyday activity is 

nothing out of the ordinary - chatting, gardening, jogging, and going off to work or 

the shops. 

 

Until, that is, a toddler goes missing, and Matthew realises he may be one of the few 

people who can help shed some light on the disappearance. However, Matthew has 

Obsessive Compulsive Disorder, and everyday life has become increasingly 

challenging. Can he possibly play a major role in an investigation into the abduction 

of a child, perhaps without even leaving his house? 

The Diary of a Young Girl  by Anne Frank 

Discovered in the attic in which she spent the last years of her life, Anne Frank’s 

remarkable diary has become a world classic—a powerful reminder of the horrors of 

war and an eloquent testament to the human spirit. 

 

In 1942, with the Nazis occupying Holland, a thirteen-year-old Jewish girl and her 

family fled their home in Amsterdam and went into hiding. For the next two years, 

until their whereabouts were betrayed to the Gestapo, the Franks and another family 

lived cloistered in the “Secret Annexe” of an old office building. Cut off from the 

outside world, they faced hunger, boredom, the constant cruelties of living in 

confined quarters, and the ever-present threat of discovery and death. In her diary 

Anne Frank recorded vivid impressions of her experiences during this period. By turns 

thoughtful, moving, and surprisingly humorous, her account offers a fascinating 

commentary on human courage and frailty and a compelling self-portrait of a 

sensitive and spirited young woman whose promise was tragically cut short. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_I
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bay_(horse)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thoroughbred


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Skellig by David Almond 

Unhappy about his baby sister's illness and the chaos of moving into a dilapidated 

old house, Michael retreats to the garage and finds a mysterious stranger who is 

something like a bird and something like an angel... 

Goodnight Mister Tom by Michelle Magorian 

Willie Beech is evacuated to a tiny English village in the country just before the 
outbreak of World War II. A lonely and deprived child, he finds himself living with 
the reclusive, gruff old widower, Thomas Oakley. Although the two find it hard 
to adjust to their life together at first, they gradually develop a strong, mutual 
bond. Willie begins to enjoy life and make new friends in the village. 

However, everything is thrown into confusion when Willie is suddenly recalled 
to London by his neglectful and abusive mother. After several weeks with no 
letter from Willie, Tom Oakley becomes concerned for his welfare and sets out 
to London in search of him. 

 

Carrie’s War by Nina Bawden 

Albert, Carrie and young Nick are war-time evacuees whose lives get so tangled up 

with the people they've come to live among that the war and their real families 

seem to belong to another world. Carrie and Nick are billeted in Wales with old Mr 

Evans, who is so mean and cold, and his timid mouse of a sister, Lou, who suddenly 

starts having secrets. Their friend Albert is luckier, living in Druid's Bottom with 

warm-hearted Hepzibah Green and the strange Mister Johnny, who can talk to 

animals but not to human beings. Carrie and Nick visit him there whenever they 

can for Hepzibah makes life exciting and enticing with her stories and delicious 

cooking. Gradually they begin to feel more at ease in their war-time home, but 

then, in trying to heal the rift between Mr Evans and his estranged sister, and save 

Druid's Bottom, Carrie does a terrible thing which is to haunt her for years to come 


