SBU/NFI
27th November 2020
Dear Parent/Guardian
RE: UPDATE – FRIDAY, 27TH NOVEMBER
I would like to begin by thanking you all once again for all of your support regarding the decision to
close the school; it was an immensely difficult decision and we know it has had knock on effects for
all. Within our community, we have now had 70 confirmed cases, this includes 18 staff. Whilst most
have fortunately recovered, some are still unwell and we wish them all a swift return to health. I
know that this disease has affected many families in our wider community and our thoughts are with
you all.
We will be re-opening the school, as previously stated, on Tuesday 1st December. We would like to
ask parents to ensure that they do not send their child to school if they are at all unwell; even if they
are not suffering with one of the 3 main symptoms, please keep them at home if you have any
concerns. There is some useful information regarding symptoms in the image below. We would also
remind parents of the following:
1. If someone in your household tests positive the whole household MUST isolate for 14 days –
please inform the school. Nobody from the household should go out even if they have no
symptoms.
2. If someone in your household has symptoms, everyone should stay at home whilst that
person gets a test. If the result is negative you can return to normal. If the result is positive
you MUST follow the above points in number 1.
3. If you are identified by track and trace or the school as a contact, you MUST isolate for 14
days. This means that person must not leave the house; if they develop symptoms point 2
must be followed.
Throughout the pandemic we have followed the government guidance; we also introduced face
coverings to students, earlier than advised in September, to try to protect everyone. We have
reviewed all of our safety measures and draw your attention to the following:
-

-

-

All students MUST (unless they have an exemption) wear a face covering inside communal
areas and corridors (this includes the year bases). They should also be encouraged to wear
them in the classrooms.
Social distancing between students is not possible in schools; it is not part of the guidance
and we would not fit classes into classrooms with 2 metre gaps. However, could you please
encourage your child to NOT touch other children, this is particularly an issue at break and
lunchtime.
All students and staff must leave the site by 4:15pm; this will enable us to have further
cleaning taking place and reduces potential contact time.
We need to keep windows open- I know it is winter and getting colder, but ventilation will
keep everyone safe. Students should wear layers under their uniform to keep them warm.
We have made some adjustments to tutor groupings in some years, to allow for easier
contact tracing, and to some rooming to enable us to ventilate rooms.

2/
As Swale is in Tier 3, we obviously would ask you to ensure you child goes straight home after
school; students should not be gathering in local areas.
We are looking forward to seeing all the students again. Please ensure they understand that the
measures we have in place are to protect everyone, including those they have at home. We expect
all of the students to work with us and support everyone in the community to be safe.
Yours faithfully

Mrs S Burden
Head of School

